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An Advent Reminder

Note that God did not wait till the world was ready, or
nations were one - but when

the time was full, and the season had come,
He came to our world in the form of a

child - helpless and shivering, and wrapped

in a shroud. He came to a world that was
broken and lost, to guide and redeem
at great personal cost.

God did not wait for the perfect date,
but came when the need was deep and great,
and dined with sinners in all their grime, and
turned jugs of water into the finest of wine.

He did not wait until hearts were pure, but
in joy, God came to a world at war -
one not based on boundaries and lines, but
one of souls, and death, and end of times.

To a world like ours, filled with sin and doubt - God
came with a Light that would never
go out. He came down to a world
which did not mesh; to heal its tangles,
and redeem its flesh. So, we cannot wait
till the world is sane, to raise our songs,
and praise His name. For God came with
Love to heal our sin, to proclaim Good
News; the war to win.
To a world still struggling, lost, alone -
may God's light shine through me,
to help guide others home.

Adapted from the writings of Madeleine L'Engle,
Nov 29,1918 - Sept 6, 2007



1st Sunday in Advent

November 30th , 2025
8:00 am ~ Contemporary service

9:15 am ~ Sunday School / Small Groups
10:30 am ~ Traditional Service of Worship

Charlotte Gingrich, accompanist

Welcome and Announcements

** Qur Call To Worship

Leader : As our nights grow longer, and our days grow
shorter, we turn our focus to the coming of Jesus.

People : Christ, our Light and our Hope, will come.

Leader : We have made ready our sanctuary -
complete with soft lights and green branches - in
expectation of celebrating one again the Hope of
the world.

People : Christ, our Light and our Hope, will come.

Leader : As we have prepared our sanctuary, let us
also prepare our hearts for a season of joy and
thankful giving — as we declare to the world what
we believe:

People : Christ, our Light and our Hope, will come.

Leader : As we light this first candle on our Advent
wreath, may we holdfast to the promise that God is
with us always - even to the very end of the age.

ALL: Thank you, O God, for the gift of Hope that
we hold in our hearts this season.



**Opening Hymn UMH 196
“ Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”

** Prayer of Invocation

ALL: Come, Lord Jesus, and fill this place with the
excitement that comes with expectation. Stir
in us the desire to make this Christmas a season
of focusing on You, and on remembering Your gift
to us. Pour out your Spirit on us gathered here,
and help each one of us to be the source of an
unexpected miracle in someone’s life. Mold us into
people willing to be Your hands and feet, as we seek to
share the Good News of Christmas, and to bring glory to
Your Name. Amen.

** Greet One Another in the Hope of the Season

WE PROCLAIM THE TRUTH OF GOD'S WORD

The OIld Testament Prophesy Dawn Powers
Isaiah 9: 2 -7
A Song of Celebration Charlotte Gingrich

Giving God Thanks for His Blessings
A Time of Sharing Prayer Requests

The Lord's Prayer

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy
name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



GATHERING OF THE TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Offering Hymn UMH 462
“Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus ”

Our Prayer of Dedication

ALL: Most Gracious and Eternal God, we give
you thanks for this church family, and for all the
ways that we are encouraged to Hope. Receive
these gifts that we bring, in honor of Your great Gift
to us - Your people. Add Your blessing to what we
have gathered this day - that it might be used
wisely, and profitably, as we seek to share the Hope
of
Jesus with the world. We ask in His precious and
Holy Name - Amen.

The Morning Message Pastor Alan Atchison

" Doing What We Can ”
...from the Gospel of Mark, Ch.14, vs.3 - 9

** Our Closing Hymn of Hope UMH 664
“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less ”

**Benediction and Sending Forth

Our Bulletins for Today
were sponsored by Larry and Deanna Bellis,
in honor of their 57th Wedding anniversary

The Fresh Flowers at the Altar
are presented by Sue and Doug Rubendall
in celebration of their grandson Josh's birthday.




Today's Announcements

A HUGE THANK YOU ! - to all who showed up to help
decorate our church. There were a lot of hands which
made light work. It looks beautiful and | couldn’t do it
without your help! | appreciate you all! - Karen Travitz

The December Calendar of events is now available in
the church front entryway, along with a list of upcoming
birthdays and anniversaries.

Holiday Greeting Cards for Shut-ins and Members -
It is our HOPE (no pun intended) on this first Sunday of
Advent to fill the gift bags on the card wall over the next
4 weeks with well-wishes and thoughts of
remembrances for our shut-ins and friends of Grace
church. There is a list on the table in the overflow area
with names. Please endeavor to have your cards in their
respective bags by Sunday, Dec. 21st, so that they can
be delivered Christmas week. Thank You for all the
ways that you continue to support one another!

Christmas Gifts Collection - We will once again be
gathering items for the residents of the Northern
Dauphin Nursing and Rehab Center located just behind
the church. A list of suggested items and gifts is
available on the table in the overflow area. Please
deposit your donations in the Christmas Box provided.

The Grace Memory Tree - You are once again invited
to bring an ornament or a remembrance and place it on
the Memory tree in the overflow area, as we endeavor
to

remember and to celebrate those who physical
presence is absent, but whose memories and legacy
live on in our hearts.




Announcements ( continued )

Holy Communion - will be celebrated at both services
NEXT Sunday, December 7th.

Weekday Bible Studies - continue to be held each
Tuesday, with the 10am group in the Library w/Deb
Goudy, and the 1pm group across from the office w/
Laurel Kolva.

Grace Choir / Cantata Practice - will be held on
Sunday afternoons at 2:30pm, and on Wednesday
evenings at 6:30pm,m as we prepare for our upcoming
Christmas Cantata. All voices are welcome, and
listening CD's are available to help prepare.

Annual Christmas Dinner Help STILL Needed -
Thanks to your generosity, we have all the turkeys we
need for our annual Christmas Dinner, along with people
to help cook them. However, we are still in need of some
volunteers to help set-up, serve, and then reset the
Social Hall following the dinner on Sunday, Dec. 14th.
(See below for details). Please see the sign-up sheets

in the church entryway, or talk to Larry Bellis if you are
willing to help in any way.

COMING UP ON DECEMBER 14th ... One Busy Day !

One Combined Service of Worship- will be held on
at 10:30 am, followed by our Annual Church-wide
Christmas Dinner at Noon, complete with all the
trimmings - not something that you will want to miss!

Noah's Crew Preschool Christmas Program will
be held at 2:30pm in the Sanctuary, followed by a
time of fellowship and refreshment in the Social Hall.




Announcements ( continued )

More for Sunday, December 14th ....

TVP Community Singers - will hold their Christmas
Concert at 6:30pm. in the sanctuary. Make plans to
come and celebrate our first-ever community choir,
directed by Halifax H.S.'s David Eagleson.

Grace Christmas Cantata will be shared on Sunday,
December 21st at 3pm. Line Mt. music teacher Kaitlyn
Troutman will once again be directing our combined
choir.

A Family-Friendly Christmas Eve Service - will be
held at 7pm in the sanctuary, with a retelling of the
Events of that night, along with Christmas carols, and
candle lighting. Plan to come and celebrate the birthday
of our Lord and King - Jesus.

Our Attendance Last Sunday : Nov 23rd

Early Worship ~ 32 Sunday School ~ 18
Late Worship ~ 47 Online Worship ~ 12
Our Giving - Nov 23rd
General Fund ~ $ 2,759 Designated Causes ~ $ 800
Missions ~ $ 105 Building Fund ~ $ 0

LET"S KEEP UP THE GREAT WORK !!!




People To Be Lifted Up for Prayer this Week ....

For hunters, sportsmen, and those travelling

For our nation, our leaders, and our world.

For the family of Scott and Martha - at her passing

For the family of Laurel Kolva's friend, Kim Seiple - at her passing

For the family of Crystal Erdman - at her passing

For the family of Keith Latshaw - at his passing

For Terri Stanton-Klink's husband, Carl - partial foot amputation

For Kori Bell - pinched nerve in neck

For Sue Johns - shingles

For Sue Eshelman - diagnosed with stage 4 bone cancer

For Linda Heckdorn - additional cancer surgery coming

For Steve Willier - fluid around the heart and congested lungs

For Diane Nestler - who took a bad fall

For Rick Shoop - diagnosed with kidney cancer, facing surgery

For Harry Bricker - recovering from a stroke, moved to Rehab

For Lillian Neiswender - Health issues and other struggles

For Damien Erdman - wisdom teeth surgery postponed

For Nancy Snyder - recovering from Hip surgery

For Easton Ferster - upcoming back and spinal surgery

For Alan Margulies - released from the hospital - on dialysis,
with numerous other health issues

For Darla Heim - suffering from a fall, broke her elbow

For Barb Douty - struggling with health issues

For Geretta Shutt - ear surgery this week

For Tina Baker - moved to Hospice care

For Emily Hand - return to full chemo treatments

For Pat Hoffman - Kidney / Bladder issues

For Larry Gehring - diagnosed with prostate cancer

For Megan Nestler - health challenges / back issues

Space for additional notes and requests :



Ongoing Prayers Needed ....

Wayne Perkins; Shirley Scheib; John Fulkroad; Rev. Floyd
Sollenberger; Linda Heckdorn; Evelyn Zerfing; Larry Rowe; Barry
Stone; John Haines, John Orr, Nancy Coyle; Ron Brooks; Mark
Dreher; Dan Crabb; Pat Moyer; Mona; Mark Himmelreich; Robin
Davis;

Polly Rubendall; Don Lebo; Our Friends from York- Patti, Tanya,
Victor, and Jeri; Carson Kauffman; Gary & Kay Matter; Delroy
Straub, Jr.; Josie;

Joys and Praises Shared Last Week ....
For all who lifted up and shared things that they were thankful for

Tom Nestler - successful heart Ablation this week.

For Rusty Fulkrod - declared cancer-free

For Charlotte's mom - blood clots in legs resolving

From Robin Davis - praises for God's unexpected provisions
Janet Eiswerth welcomed a great granddaughter

For Dennis Bellis - slowly resolving blood clots in legs

For Pastor Alan's father, Jack Atchison - Remain in rehab

Space for additional notes and requests :
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