Currently Serving you at Grace UMC
Alan Atchison, Pastor
Jane M Hubler, Secretary
Alicia Spicher, Youth Leader
Nicole Hooper, Childcare Coordinator
Diana Paul, Choir Director
Charlotte Gingrich, Organist
James Carvell, Building Maintenance
Pat Guarneri, Custodian

Grace UMC Services
Sunday Morning Worship ~ 8:30 & 10:30 am
Sunday School ~ 9:25 am
Weekday Evening Studies ~ 6:00- 7:30pm
To find out more,
please contact the church office
717-692-2838
HOLY COMMUNION
will be celebrated during the
month of April on Sunday, Apr. 7th
and on Maundy Thursday, April 18th.

Opportunities for Worship
during Holy Week
Palm Sunday - April 14th
8:30am - Noon - Regular Worship Times
6 - 7:30pm - Sunday evening Lenten study

Maundy Thursday – 7pm at Grace UMC
A time of quiet reflection, readings, and prayer,
focusing on Blood, oil, wine, and water

Good Friday – 7pm at 1st UMC – A time of reflecting
on the humanity of Jesus - His trial, crucifixion,
and death on a cross.

Easter Sunday - April 21st
8 - 9:30 am - Easter Breakfast in the Social Hall
9: 15 - NO Sunday School
9 :45 am - Combined Service of Worship A celebration of God’s Faithful provision
for His people.

Easter Flowers
Thank You to all who helped
to decorate our church with
your purchase of Easter
Flowers. Please remember to
take them along following
Easter morning worship.

As I lay in the hospital not long ago while
being treated for a nasty infection that caused
one of my fingers to grow to twice it’s normal
size, I realized that I was not able to see the
television screen in my room very clearly
without shifting my glasses, or squinting my
eyes. I simply chalked it up to the infection and
the combination of strong antibiotics that I was
on. A week after my return home, however, I
was still struggling to see clearly. And so I
began to sort through some old pairs of
eyeglasses, hoping to find a pair that would
bring the world into a clearer focus. I ended
up switching around some
lenses, and put together a
pair that was the best that I
could muster, given what I
had to work with. The end result, however, was
less than perfect. The truth is, my eyeglasses
prescription changed.
Over the past number of years, my eyes
had been changing, little by little, un-noticed in
the busyness of life. And now that change had
caught up with me. I needed some help to put
things in focus again.
The same thing happens in our spiritual
lives. We coast along, doing church on Sunday

mornings; maybe even spending devotional
time with God; but unaware that our focus is
changing, little by little, year after year. Our
passion is slowly fading - so slowly, in fact, that
we don’t even recognize it.
And then suddenly, we catch ourselves
squinting - not able to see clearly, hardly
recognizing Jesus in the distance, as He moves
in and out of our daily lives. Sometimes we miss
him altogether, even as He stands beside us.
The current season of Lent is a time for us
to re-check our focus on God, and to see if it
needs a little adjustment. It is possible that we
might need a little help from the Holy Spirit in
order to see how God is at work in us, and in
those around us.
Without clear vision, we can easily miss
much of the significance of the events that
unfold during the week leading up to Easter
Sunday - that roller-coaster ride of highs and
lows - from Jesus’ triumphal entry into
Jerusalem, to the Last Supper, to Jesus’
arrest and trial, to his crucifixion and burial, and
ultimately to the discovery of the empty tomb
on Easter morning.
But more importantly, we can miss grasping
the truth of how much God truly loves and cares
for us - each one of us.
So, I am asking you to join me in getting a
vision check-up this month, so that as we
gather at the tomb on Easter morning, we
might be able to clearly see for ourselves, and
to proclaim with certainty, that “Jesus is not
here! He has Risen - He has Risen, indeed!”
Your clearly-seeing Pastor,
Alan

Saturday, April 13, 2019
9:00am - for 1-2 year olds
Followed by 3-4 year olds
Then the 5-7 year olds
And finally, the 8-10 year olds
**Special prize eggs included in each group.

A Special Maundy Thursday service of
prayer and Holy Communion will be held in
the sanctuary beginning at 7:00 pm
Consisting of a Time of Praise and Proclamation,
Prayer and Anointing, Holy Communion,
Laying on of Hands, and Healing for
our souls, our church, and our community.
Come Alone… Bring A Friend… Invite someone else...
Come and Experience the Presence
of God’s Healing Touch in Your Life.

2018 Egg Project

There will be an appreciation Dinner
for all who helped with this year’s
Egg Project on Friday evening, May
10th, beginning at 6pm. Please RSVP by May 3rd to
Sandy Romberger (717) 439-3644 or sign-up on the
sheet in the overflow area.

Scripture Readers
7
14
21
28

April
Becky Witmer
Tracy Barcavage
Karen Travitz
Debb Bowmann

5
12
19
26

May
Joanne Chubb
Eric Fite
Chuck Fultz
Lindsay Hepner

Nursery Helpers / Children’s Sunday School
We are continually in need of helpers in the nursery / preschool room during worship times. Please call Nicole Hooper
(717) 805-2860 to sign-up to volunteer an hour once every
month.
We are also looking for folks to help with children’s Sunday
School. Please speak to Lisa Van Olden if you can help in any
way.

Our New Bathrooms by the front of

the church are finished and ready
for use. Just a reminder that the
“ Men’s and Ladies Rooms
have switched Spaces ”.
Please be sure to check the door
before entering. Thank you for your
understanding during our renovations .
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7
6-7:30 pm ~ Lenten Video/
Discussion

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WED
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2
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9am-4pm ~ Eggs
6-8:30 pm ~ Eggs

9am-4pm ~ Eggs
6-8:30 pm ~ Eggs

Last Day fo

5pm ~ JFY Packing

6-8 pm ~ Softball in the 6-7:30 pm ~
7:00 pm ~ C
FLC

8

9

10

6-8 pm ~ Youth

6-8 pm ~ Softball in
the FLC
6-7:30 pm ~
7pm ~ SPRC Meeting 7pm ~ Trustee Meeting 7:00 pm ~ C

14

15

16

6-8 pm ~ Softball in
the FLC

6-8 pm ~ Softball in the 6-7:30 pm ~
FLC
7:00 pm ~ C
6:30 pm ~ Finance Mtg

22
Office Closed

23

17

Palm Sunday
4-8 pm ~ Youth to Sky
Zone

21

Easter

8 - 9:30 am ~ Breakfast
9:45 am ~ Combined
Celebration of Worship

6-8 pm ~ Softball in
6-8 pm ~ Softball in
the FLC
the FLC
6:30 pm ~ Ad Council

28

6-8 pm ~ Youth

29

30

24

6-7:30 pm ~
7:00 pm ~ C

DNESDAY

or Eggs

~ Small Group
Choir

~ Small Group
Choir

~ Small Group
Choir

~ Small Group
Choir

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

4
WOF Candy Making

5
6
WOF Candy Making

6pm ~ Praise Team
6pm ~ 4-H
6-8 pm ~ Softball in the
FLC

6-8 pm ~ Softball in
the FLC

11

12

13
9 am ~ Egg Hunt

6:00 pm ~ Praise Team
6-8 pm ~ Softball in the
FLC

18

Holy Thursday

19
Good Friday

7 pm ~ Holy Thursday
Service at Grace UMC

7 pm ~ Good Friday
Service at First UMC

25

26

NDCS Auction
5:00 pm ~ Hearts of
Grace Distribution
6:00 pm ~ Praise Team

20

27
NDCS Auction
and Banquet

April 1
April 4
April 5
April 6
April 7
April 8
April 9
April 11
April 12
April 14
April 15
April 16

Apr 6
Apr 7
Apr 8
Apr 9

Amelia Orr
Caroline Orr
Mya Tobias
Debbie Himmelreich
Kori Bell
Rachel Portzline
Tina Fetter
Cayden Warfield
Austin Davis
John Haines III
Jordan Mallon
Doug Weiss
Zachary Wilt
Andrew Bolig
Ryan Davis
Colby Schaffner
Jake Mallon
Haley Hubler
Hannah Hubler
Taylor Fite
Jameson Shaffer
Devyn Kintzer
Mary Lebo

Clair & Rachel Fulkrod
Chuck & Brenda Fultz
Bob & Diane Tobias
Scott & Tanya Myers

April 18 Bennett Bingaman
Linda Danner
John Green
April 19 Ronald Brooks
April 20 David Troutman
April 23 Tava Warfield
April 25 Diane Nestler
Sierra Troutman
April 26 Lee Phillips
April 28 Jaxon LaSure
John Schoffstall
April 29 Caleb Gordan
Jennifer Leshko
Albert Vanolden
April 30 Kelsie Davis
Keaton Leshko
80 Plus Club Members for April
April 1
April 4

June Carvell
Don Lebo

Apr 19 Tom & Joyce DeWees
Apr 24 Dennis & Darlene Schaffner
Apr 26 Ryan & Shanna Tobias
Apr 30 Steve & Linda Douty

April 7, 2019 ~ Youth Group 6-8pm - normal youth
night
April 14, 2019 ~ Sky Zone for Youth Group
Night 4:00-8:00pm, we will leave the church at
4:00pm and return to the church for parent pick up
at 8:00pm, supper is included. Cost per youth is
$5.00.
April 21, 2019 ~ He is risen, Happy Easter! No
youth group tonight.
April 28, 2019 ~ Youth Group 6-8pm - normal youth
night
*****************************

This Special Sunday Offering on April 26th empowers
Native American pastors, congregations, and
Seminary students all over America to make a
difference in the lives of our Native Peoples.
Please be sure to mark your donation.
Thank You for giving .

A Mothers and Daughters Banquet
honoring ALL WOMEN will be served in the
Family Life Center on Thursday, May 9th,
beginning at 6:00 pm.
Come and be pampered and served by the men of
the church, and enjoy a good meal and some great
fellowship. See the sign-up sheet in the entryway, or
call the church office to reserve your seats today.

Prayer Ministry
Did you know that there is
a team of people who have
been training in the art of
intercessory and healing
prayer and who would love to pray for your healing needs?
Please talk to Pastor Alan or Cathy at (717-692-2896) or call
the church office to relay your requests.

OCC News

Did you know that each child that
receives a shoebox gift from
Operation Christmas Child also
receives a storybook entitled “The
Greatest Journey”, that teaches them
about Jesus? That is followed up
with a 12-week program that teaches
them about God, and the love of His Son, Jesus Christ. As a
result, there have been many churches planted in some of the
world’s poorest communities. A Christian church was formed in a
small village in Batnorov, Mongolia after a congregation in one of
the neighboring villages brought shoe box gifts and the message
of the Gospel to this Buddhist community.
Parents of that school’s children were in awe as their children
found hygiene items, school supplies, and even toys in their
boxes. They could not believe that people they didn’t even know
had given such amazing gifts.
So, as we work to collect, pack, and ship shoeboxes each year,
know that God is also at work, sharing His great gift of love and
encouragement with these children, as well as their parents.
Please help us share the gospel through Operation Christmas
Child.
For the Month of April, we will be collecting small combs, small
brushes, and both child and adult size toothbrushes. Please do
not include toothpaste, as it is no longer able to be included in
shoebox gifts.
Cathy Atchison, OCC in-house collections coordinator

Mission News
Our April Mission Grant Recipient is:
Endless Mountains Mission Center
Endless Mountains Mission Center, located in Bradford County,
is a non-profit Christian organization that seeks to provide temporary housing to the homeless in one of their 3 temporary housing
units, help with utility expenses, rent assistance, emergency food
and referrals to other agencies. More important, though, is their
continual work to instill hope where little or none exists. They rely
on donations from surrounding churches and organizations to
spread hope and help to as many as possible. We at Grace UMC
are proud to help sponsor their work.
*******************************
Shut-In Visitation Schedule ~
Please don’t forget our shut-in members. We are looking for
compassionate people who will give a little time each week to
brighten the day of one of our friends. A listing of our Senior Members and Friends at the Manor is posted on the bulletin board outside the church office, and listed in the weekly bulletin.
Upcoming trips scheduled to Mission Central 2018
May 18,2019; Aug 17, 2019; Oct 26,2019

Our Annual Outdoor Spring Cleaning
will begin April 29th and will continue
every Monday night until May 20th.
Please join us at 6:00 pm with your
work clothes on as we help to care for
the grounds around the church.

… NOTICE ….
Here at Grace church, We are
an equal-opportunity church And everyone is given an equal
opportunity to let your true
colors hang out!!!

Also Know that While food, fun,
and fellowship are not required,
they certainly are enjoyable.
Serving or participating does not
guarantee having a great time, But
HEY, why not give it a try?
The only thing you have to lose …
is your frown !!!

