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Inspired, in part, by a blog posting from Brett Y dlinggry iNatters

Cathy and | both | i ke Nativit)
something about them that seems to have a calming,
soothing effect. We have a number of them set up
around our home at this time of year. But for all the

ones that we have, or t hat I h a
ber any of them containing a King Herod figure. For
t hat matter, [ donot recal l eve

Christmas Card with King Herod on the front, and the
verse from Matthew 2:18 embossed on the inside:
OA voice was h e-&achel weepinRanca h

wailing for her children, becau

Those horrifying events found
dondt feel |i ke they belong 1in
we need to hear them. Like a lot of stories, we have to
hear the whole story, or we get the story wrong.

We are reminded that even in the midst of blinking
decorations and flickering candles, darkness threatens
the light. Ignoring the darkness is ignoring reality. We
leave King Herod out of the Christmas story because
we think wedre supposed to keep
real world away from Christmas.

Matthew says that Christmas came in the days of
King Herod. King Herod was a lot like Joseph Stalin,
t he Soviet Unionds most ruthle
his favorite wife, his brother  -in-law, and three of his
sons - all because he thought they wanted his crown.

We usually imagine angels speaking in soft,
recassuring tones, but the angel



was shouting, oOWake wup! Hurry!
tells us that they immediately got up, and fled to Egypt.

They were far from the comforts of their home, but at

least they were safe.

Tragically, though, not everyone was safe. King
Herodods order for the death of
Bethlehem two years old and younger brought soldiers
with swords to the streets of Bethlehem, and found
mothers clutching their babies, hiding wherever they
could - trying not to breathe too loudly, and begging
their infants not to cry.

There arendt many questions m

answer than, oOWhy couldndt the
them, too?6¢0

Sadly, the birth of this new
suffering -i't i ntensified it. So, 11t¢
skip this part of the story. |t
thereds no carol in our hymnal
innocents. Perhaps there should be, because we need to
understand that Christmas is Go
fering, and our sorrows.

So, as we remember the story, let us remember all of

the story. The message of Christmas is that God comes
to the worst places and the most painful of
circumstances in order to share our suffering, and to
care for us in the midst of tragedy. Christ has come to
bear our sorrows, so let us cling to the promise that

Godds joy is deeper than our sa
Godds | ove shine in your |ifeé
darkness.

Celebrating the Light of Christ,
Pastor Alan



Bible Quiz 101

Because she was very old, she laughed -2
when the angel told her she was going ‘
to have a baby. Who was she?

B WP

A. Elizabeth C. sarah =
B. Rachel D. Deborah o

If you want to really grow this year i
your knowledge of the bible, consid
joining one of our Sunday School

one of all ages and you are always
welcomed here. Contact the churc
office for details. 74692-2838

Ne xt Mi ssi ons meeting. Jan:!
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2 Rebecca Kolva
3 John Witmer Jr.
Steven Whary

4 Colt Bellis
Janie Martin

5 Natasha Feidt
Karen Fulkroad

7 Scott Vallier

Yonnie Miller
Brian Peiffer
Briana Witmer

11Emily Bordner
Joshua Mauser

12Masen Bellis
Michelle Dreibelbis
Jessica Paul
Zander Underkoffler

13Janet Haines
Jacki Smith

14Dennis Bowman
Calleigh Hooper
15 Matthew Deitrich
16Todd Bell
Robin Riegle

Jan.

Jan.

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

Jan.

20Lynne Bolig
Loagan Leshko
Joshua Radel

22 Zachary Mangle
Brian Miller

23 Wyatt Schaffner
24 Sandy Snyder
27 Rebekah Brouch

28 John Haines

29 Malinda Klinger

30 Debb Bowman
Lydia Troutman

31 Kory Rothermel

Happy Birthday to our

80+ Members

Arlene Wilbert Jan. 2
Doris Troutman Jan. 7th
Sylvia Lehman Jan. 19th
James Wilbert Jan. 23rd
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Todd & Karen Mace
January 20th
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January Nursery Mini
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tel:(717)%20503-7582

ANNUAL | NDOORALYFARD S

The 7th Annual Gr a
will Deikbayd O0admo0
to 4dan0®at ur day, fJraonni °
8: 00 to il thlme®nFami | !
Cent erup Swtl | be Thur sa%
Jan. 18th -6br8ipm0: 00

For those who have not previou:
i nfor matioan malyat i nd hel pful

*Tables are provided at no cost
earnings is to be given to th
*The cost of two weeks of Senti
shared between all participan
*You are responsible for keepin
and having your tables manned
*You must wait until the end of
packing up the remaining iten
*You can choose to participate

Clean out your <c¢l oset sT,urtnhe hbaa:
"stuff" Oaoato gashbr fun and fell

To reserve a space, or for ans,
pl easeLicradd Les BkKbA000O)L7

Holy Communi or
wi | | be cel ebrate
January 7th at both

Opportunities to Vol
Wor k Days at Mi ssion |

Feb. 3,-wWwiotlh8 GUMC Yout h
May 19, 2018
Aug 18, 2018
Oct 27 ,-52K00RBun at Mi ssi on Ce
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SOUP & SANDWIHKHOMRINECase join us
Jan. 7th, following the 10:30 arm
Soup & Sandwich Luncheon. Sign
the main office to contribute a
UNDECK THE HALWS will be putting

mas decor at iMonsdahsvayd&8mom at 6: 00
Pl ease remember we have our enor
down, so some big strong men wil
on the fellowship as we put away
another year and clean our <churc
Year .

VOLUNTEERS NEBMDEDare very much i

who would be willing to remove t
prepare them for the Sponsors or
i ns. Any help would be apprecia
71892535 if you can help.

MEMBERSHI P~ThloOsle i nterested in

are encouraged to attend a membe
what i1t means to be apadmt telda Vet
of fered the |l ast two Wed. 1hipgnht ®
a single class on Suf6da@pmFeBl 44
see t hep sslgemet outside the churc

Sunday, Feb 4th

Before you se

for The Super
remember to support this an
canned good and a doll ar to
help stock our Hearts of Gr
Pl an on joining us for a f
sandwiches foll owing mornin



